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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; He 
has sent me to bring good news to the oppres-
sed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favour.” (Lk 4:18-19) 

“Hope in the Lord! Hold firm, take heart 
and hope in the Lord!” (Ps 27:14)

Each Christmas, we reverently ce-
lebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. This year’s Christmas holds 
extraordinary significance as we stand 
on the threshold of the Jubilee Year 
2025—a time centered on the theme of 
“hope”, filled with mercy and grace. As 
we anticipate this Jubilee, the Diocese 
invites each of you to prepare your 
hearts through prayer, pilgrimage, and 
community communion, embracing 
faith, charity, and hope as we welcome 
the blessings of the Lord. (cf. Bull of 
Indiction, 1, 3)

Let us all start with the reflection 
on the meaning of the 2025 Jubilee: A 
Jubilee is a special period symbolizing 
liberation, forgiveness, and the bound-
less mercy of God. It is not only a perso-
nal invitation but also a communal call. 
Each of us is a fellow pilgrim on this 
sacred journey of “hope”, responding 
to God’s call to move towards a world 
that is more just, peaceful, and filled 
with hope. A key grace of the Jubilee is 
the granting of indulgences, an extraor-
dinary gift that signifies the discovery 
of God’s infinite mercy: “Mercy and in-
dulgence are expressions of the fullness 
of God’s forgiveness, which knows no 
bounds.” (Bull, 23)

Following the guidance of Pope Fran-
cis as outlined in the Bull of Indiction 

for the Jubilee, our Diocese has iden-
tified four key areas for pastoral focus: 
education, social services, family, and 
youth. Through concrete actions in the-
se areas, we hope to help everyone live 
out the values of the Jubilee, sharing 
the hope-filled graces of God.

Education: Forming Witnesses to 
“The Way, the Truth, and the Life” 
Education shapes souls and values. Our 
Catholic schools will initiate a campaign 
centered on the core values of Jesus 
Christ as “The Way, the Truth, and the 
Life,” striving to nurture students into 
individuals of moral integrity, faith, and 
compassion. I invite all who contribute 
to this mission—particularly the Dio-
cesan Commissions for Catholic Edu-
cation and for Catechesis, the Catholic 
University, and school communities—to 
pay special attention to young people’s 
recognition of the value of life and 
their spiritual needs, to let each of 
them see the hope in future, “for the 
future depends on their enthusiasm. 
It is gratifying to see the energy they 
demonstrate.” (Bull, 12)

Social Services: Practicing Mercy and 
Justice 
The Jubilee calls us to care for the vul-
nerable, including the elderly, the sick, 
the poor, prisoners, migrants, refugees, 
and others in difficulty. We are summo-
ned to embody God’s love and com-
passion, bringing hope through acts of 
mercy. I invite all involved—particularly 
the Social Care Group in the Diocesan 
Commission for Life, Catholic organi-
zations for elderly care and residential 
services—to pay special attention to the 
health and well-being of the elderly in 
sight, to let them feel the warmth even 
in the setting sun, because “those who 

frequently feel lonely and abandoned, 
also deserve signs of hope”. (Bull, 14) 
Let us offer comprehensive care and 
acceptance to those in dire situations, 
bringing them a hymn to human digni-
ty, a song of hope (cf. Bull, 11, 14).

Church: Rebuilding Communities of 
Love in Families and in our Church 
Families are the cornerstone of the 
Church and the first school of faith. 
Likewise, communities within the Chur-
ch—whether consecrated men and wo-
men, societies, or movements—serve as 
“the forefront in pointing out the need 
for a social covenant to support and foster 
hope, one that is inclusive and not ideo-
logical, working for a future filled with 
the laughter of babies and children, 
in order to fill the empty cradles in so 
many parts of our world.” I encourage 
organisations like the Catholic Family 
Advisory Council and parent-teacher 
associations in our Catholic schools to 
evangelize in a spirit of synodality. Our 
Pope Francis has repeatedly reminded 
us “how crucial marriage and family are 
to the lives of people.” The beauty of 
the family lies in the sharing of faithful 
love, trust, co-operation, and mutual 
support. Leaders of all Catholic families 
should “ensure that manifold signs of 
hope bear witness to God’s presence in 
the world with their respective charisms 
and ministries.” (Bull, 17) This is the 
responsibility of building a culture of 
charity within the family.

Youth: The Hope and Strength of the 
Future 
The youth represent the hope of the 
Church’s future, yet they need gui-
dance and support to become positive 
contributors to society and faith. Pope 
Francis encourages young people to be 

“witnesses of the beauty and novelty of 
life.” I invite all who work with young 
people—particularly the Diocesan 
Commissions for Youth and for Voca-
tions, Catechism classes in each Parish, 
and youth groups within the Diocese—
to “make greater efforts to reach out to 
the youth. With renewed passion, let us 
demonstrate care and concern for ado-
lescents, students and the rising genera-
tion. Let us draw close to the young, for 
they are the joy and hope of the Chur-
ch and of the world!” (Bull, 12) Let 
us also strive to build platforms where 
young people can actively participate 
and express themselves, to hear their 
voices and understand their needs. May 
they be empowered with the courage 
to “hope in the Lord!” and become 
“artisans of hope” in Christ. (As Pope 
Francis exhorted during his address to 
the representatives of the Italian Youth 
Council on 16 November 2024.)

This Christmas, let us embrace the 
spirit of pilgrims and explore the nativity 
scenes spread across Macao, immersing 
ourselves in the tender image of the 
birth of Infant Jesus—the sacred source 
of boundless love and enduring hope. As 
this holy season leads us into the Jubilee 
Year, may we manifest the profound joy 
of faith through our heartfelt words and 
meaningful actions, walking together 
as fellow pilgrims on a shared journey 
to receive and celebrate the abundant 
blessings of this special Jubilee.

May this Christmas and the Jubilee 
Year of 2025 bring peace and God’s 
blessings to all.

+ D. Stephen Lee Bun Sang
Catholic Diocese of Macau
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CYNTHIA MONTEMAYOR 

On 30th April 2023 (4th Sunday 
of Easter, Good Shepherd Sun-
day), the Church celebrated the 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations. It was 
also on this day, Bishop Stephen Lee, the 
bishop of Macao announced that from 
30th April 2023 to 8th December 2024 
will be marked as The Diocesan Year of 
Vocations to encourage young people to 
generously respond to God’s calling.

The year of vocation was celebrated 
with reflections, prayers for the grace 
of more vocation in the diocese, and re-
newed commitment to the call of God 
in our lives. This special year has been 
dedicated to recognizing and nurturing 
the diverse vocations within our Church, 
including the priesthood, religious life, 
and lay ministry. The closing ceremo-
nies provide an opportunity to honor 
those who have answered this call and to 
inspire the faithful to embrace their own 
vocations.

Throughout the year, various events 
and activities have been organized to 
promote awareness of vocations. From 
workshops and retreats to prayer servi-
ces and youth pilgrimage programs, the 
Catholic Diocese of Macao actively enga-
ged its members in discussions about the 
importance of recognizing and fostering 
vocations. The culmination of these 
efforts was marked by a special closing 

DIOCESAN YEAR OF VOCATION

Year of Vocations closes 
with Mass at Cathedral

Mass, attended by clergy, religious, and 
the youth of the diocese, celebrating the 
journey of faith and service.

The closing Mass on December 9, 
2024, the solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception held at the Cathedral, was 
a profound expression of gratitude for 
those who have chosen the path of ser-
vice. Bishop Stephen Lee delivered a 
heartfelt homily, emphasizing the signi-
ficance of each vocation in the life of the 
Church. He reminded the faithful that 
every Christian is called to holiness and 
that each vocation—whether as a priest, 
nun, or layperson—serves a unique pur-
pose in God’s plan.

After the mass a get together was or-
ganized at CDSJ compound where a li-
ght snacks was served, testimonials from 
individuals who have embraced their vo-
cations were shared, highlighting their 
journeys and the impact of their service 
on the community. These stories served 
to inspire many present, encouraging 
them to reflect on their own lives and 
consider how they might respond to 
God’s call.

The closing of the Year of Vocation 
is not an end but a new beginning. The 
Diocesan Vocation Commission of the 
Catholic Diocese of Macao has commit-
ted to continuing its efforts in vocation 

promotion, ensuring that the seeds 
planted during this year bear fruit in 
the years to come. Plans are underway 
for ongoing programs that will support 
discernment and formation for those 
considering a vocation.

Educational initiatives will play a 
crucial role in this ongoing commit-
ment. The diocese plans to implement 
programs in schools and parishes that 
focus on the importance of discern-
ment and the various paths to holiness. 
Workshops will be offered to both you-
th and adults, providing them with the 
tools to understand and respond to 
God’s call in their lives.

Additionally, fostering a supportive 
community is vital. Parishes will be en-
couraged to create environments where 
discussions about vocations can flourish. 
This includes forming vocation commit-
tees, hosting discernment groups, and 
organizing events that celebrate the 
diverse expressions of faith within the 
community.

The closing of the Year of Vocation 
serves as a reminder of the beauty and 
richness of the call to serve in the Ca-
tholic Church. As our diocese reflects 
on the experiences and stories shared 
throughout the year, we are called to 
embrace our individual vocations with 
renewed vigor. By supporting each other 
in our journeys of faith and encouraging 
one another to listen to God’s call, we 
can build a vibrant community that fos-
ters and celebrates diverse vocations for 
generations to come. 


